
 

Downtown Riverview Business Association  

wants you to 

 

Your Environmental Trust Fund at Work 



 

 

 Turn off computers and other equipment when not in use. 

Make specific efforts to purchase equipment and appliances that carry the EN-
ERGY STAR logo. (This logo rates energy consumption and shows that products 
meet ENERGY STAR specifications for energy efficiency.) 

 Use energy efficient lighting – hydrogen (Energy Star), fluorescent, or LED 
bulbs. 

 Reuse or recycle ink cartridges. 

 Keep plants in your business space. Within 24 hours, some plants can remove 
up to 87% of toxic indoor air. 

 Use e-mails or standard bulletin boards in place of individual paper memos. 

 Provide containers and commit to recycling: plastic bottles, aluminum cans, 
glass, paper, cardboard, catalogues, promotional materials, magazines,                                                        
newspapers, telephone books and plastic bags. 

Make specific efforts to purchase products that contain recycled materials. 

 Sell or donate used office equipment and supplies to keep them out of the 
landfill. 

 Install a programmable thermostat to help regulate and conserve energy con-
sumption. 

 Utilize timers or occupancy sensors in restrooms, storage rooms, or any other 
rooms not in frequent use. 

 Consider making use of applicable energy audits to reduce energy use and 
costs. 

 Consider a retro-fit to upgrade your facilities: doors, windows, weather strip-
ping, insulation. 

 Install water-efficient faucets and toilets to conserve water. 

 Provide dishes and utensils for the lunch room so that Styrofoam and dispos-
ables need not be used.  

 Assign responsibility for environmentally friendly business practices to a man-
agement-level employee. 

 Include employee education, tips, and opportunities for “green” suggestions 
and rewards as part of your staff development. 



 

 Consider having a “Green Plan” as part of your business mission state-
ment or vision. 

 Ask your cleaning staff or custodial service to use environmentally 
friendly cleaning products in your building. 

 Consider using dust mats at your entrances to keep down the levels of 
air contaminants brought in from outside.  

 Consider a “scent free” policy to improve air quality. 

 Have a designated safe place for hazardous materials and utilize commu-
nity hazardous waste collection programs. 

 Participate in, or financially support, community clean-up events. 

 Take the David Suzuki Nature Challenge with your staff or family. 

Watch Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth. 

 Visit environmental web sites to see what commercial ideas and prod-
ucts are available. 

 Check with other Green Team businesses to see what kinds of environ-
mentally friendly practices they have adopted. 

Make a commitment to your participation in the DRBA Green Team 
initiative by changing just one practice to become more environmentally 
friendly. What will it be? 
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…that globally, we carry home between 500 billion and a trillion plastic bags 
each year, almost a million every minute ? (Reader’s Digest, May 2005)   A qual-
ity reusable bag can save hundreds of disposable bags from the waste stream. If 
we each used one less bag a week, approximately 1.6 billion fewer bags per 
week would end up in our landfills. 
 

…that reusable bags can be purchased at Jean Coutu (Give the Future a Hand), 
and Sobey’s (Green Bags for Life) ? Reusable bins for carrying your shopping  
from checkout to home are available for purchase at Superstore (Bin shoppin’). 
 

…that students at St. Malachy’s High School in Saint John saved 70 trees over a 
10 week period simply by recycling waste paper? Big green paper recycling 
sacks hold about 9 kg. (20 lbs.) when  filled. Generally, two bags of recycled pa-
per equal one tree. (Telegraph Journal, Jan.18, 2007) 
 

…that what goes in the air stays in the air? Solvent-based cleaning products add 
VOCs - Volatile Organic Chemicals - to the air we breathe. Look for environ-
mentally friendly plant based  products with the Green Seal or Green House-
keeping seal. And don’t spray! Damp clean with a cloth instead. Want more 
specialized information on the effectiveness of green cleaning products?        
Call Dave Norris at EnviroChemicals, or visit their website at 
www.envirochemicals.comwww.envirochemicals.com. Shopping in Riverview? Ask your favourite local 
businesses what lines of green products they carry. 
 

…that batteries can be taken to Downey Home Hardware Building Centre in 
Riverview for safe disposal? Safe disposal keeps the toxic heavy metals that bat-
teries contain from poisoning our environment. 
 

…that your office ink cartridges can easily be refilled and recycled right here in 
Riverview at Enviro-Tech Laser Services, 708 Coverdale Rd., 387-7557? 
 

…that expired or unused prescription medications can be taken to your local 
pharmacy for environmentally safe disposal? 

 

 



 

…that you can contact NB Power at 1-800-663-6272 for an appointment with an En-
ergy Advisor for advice on ways to lower energy consumption? 
 

…that you can contact Efficiency New Brunswick at 1-866-643-8833 to find out what is 
available regarding energy audits and assistance with retrofits under this program? 
Their mandate is to offer “sound advice and practical solutions…to use energy more 
efficiently, make better energy choices, manage energy expenses and lessen the im-
pact of energy use on the environment.” 
 

…that each year discarded computers, cell phones and other  “e-waste” products add 
more and more toxins and solid waste to landfills? Go to www.earth911.orgwww.earth911.org  
“Recycling”   for  environmentally  thoughtful ways to recycle by donation to local  
charities.  Locally, the Aliant Pioneers accept computers in working condition for 
their Computers for Schools program. Call 506-444-4501 for further information, or 
visit their website at www.aliantpioneers.comwww.aliantpioneers.com. Deactivated cell phones can be do-
nated locally for emergency 911 use; check out the Charitable Recycling Program at 
www.charitablerecycling.cawww.charitablerecycling.ca. 
 

…that there are thousands of organizations and agencies in Canada and around the 
world that focus on the environment? Simply typing “green business sites” into your 
web browser will bring up an amazing number of informative and helpful sites to start 
your thinking. 

Look up and not down,  look forward and not back,  look out and 

not in,  and lend a hand.  

 Edward Hale,  1 869  



 

 

 

    A world of green information at your fingertips… 
 

www.davidsuzuki.org www.davidsuzuki.org   Check this site for information on buildings, transportation, climate, 
what Green community leaders are doing, and most of all, what you can do. Use the Nature 
Challenge on this site as a workplace motivator for making green changes and spreading the word 
to employees. Free monthly e-newsletter. 
 

www.earth911.org   www.earth911.org   A comprehensive site that reminds all of us of our roles as stewards of 
the earth by listing concrete recycling “how-to’s” we can all follow. The Business Resources sec-
tion is especially helpful. Check out their Green Shopping Tips for work and home. Includes a chil-
dren’s section. 
 

www.energyhog.org  www.energyhog.org  Learn how NOT to be an “Energy Hog” on this inviting site and save on 
your energy bill. Take the Home Energy Audit, peruse the Energy Fact Sheet or the Residential No 
Cost & Low Cost Tips for energy savings. Direct link to the EnergyStar website for information on 
energy efficient products. Great site for kids with a fun section just for them, including a Teaching 
Resource Kit. 
 

www.earthshare.org  www.earthshare.org   Find out how making simple changes in our everyday lives can make a 
difference to the environment. Visit Earth Saving Tips by Season or Topic on this site.  
 

www.nbpower.comwww.nbpower.com   See what NB Power’s Energy Advisors can do to help your business 
become power smart. 
 

www.efficiencynb.ca  www.efficiencynb.ca  Stay tuned to this site to see what initiatives will be available for small 
businesses. 
 

www.bchydro.com/businesswww.bchydro.com/business  Find tips on Power Smart businesses, how to create a successful 
energy awareness program for your business, what others have done and how they have been 
recognized and rewarded. 
 

www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca  www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca  The Office of Energy Efficiency (Natural Resources Canada) invites 
businesses to conserve energy, save money and help to make the environment healthier. Begin-
ning in April 2007, the new ecoENERGY Efficiency Initiative to reduce energy use in buildings, 
industry and retrofits is available; click on For Business Use. Links to Rebates and Incentives and 
Awards show what is available and what others have done. 

 



 

www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/energystar  www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/energystar  The international Energy Star symbol (reg. trademark ,US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency) identifies the most energy efficient products available. Click on the En-
erguide, Rebates and Incentives, or Award Winners to see what is out there for businesses and how 
the Energuide can help with rating and choosing office equipment, electronics and appliances.  
 

www.visa.ca/smallbusiness/articles/www.visa.ca/smallbusiness/articles/  Click Managing a Business on the Articles menu to find 
HOW SMALL BUSINESSES CAN BE GREEN GIANTS (Diane Rinehart, Aug.,2005). Motivating and 
thoughtful reading concludes with a list of inspirational environmental guides for small businesses.  
 

www.greenbiz.com  www.greenbiz.com  Check out Greening Your Business: A Primer for Smaller Companies to find up 
to date information and a free weekly newsletter. Links will take you to www.climatefriendly.com/www.climatefriendly.com/
business.php which invites small businesses to make climate friendly changes. 
 

www.greenbiz.ca.gov/BGStandards.html  www.greenbiz.ca.gov/BGStandards.html  A must read for becoming a green business. Solid 
information on standards and general practices for energy, water and waste reduction, employee 
participation, customer information and ways to assist other businesses in “greening up.” Click on 
the link to Being Green Rewards to see how businesses are recognized for being green. 
 

www.wri.org  www.wri.org  The World Resources Institute site for climate, energy and transport news, pro-
jects and podcasts.  Click on Markets and Enterprise for information on  connecting enterprise with 
sustaining the environment. 
 

www.charitablerecycling.cawww.charitablerecycling.ca How can we keep electronic waste from our landfills? Find out 
how your business or organization can help by participating in charitable recycling. 
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